Inclined to Recline?
Our Expert Picks the
Best Armchairs

10 Materials That
Will Change Your Life

AT HOME IN THE MODERN WORLD

American Modern
New Homes, Transformed Cities
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Going Coastal

It's impossible to ignore nature in Big Sur. “Many tiny
jeweled violet flowers along the path of a living brook
that looked like Blake's illustration for a canal in grassy
Eden..titanic cliffs that Wordsworth mentioned in his
own Sublime, great yellow sun veiled with mist hang-
ing over the planet's oceanic horizon,” wrote poet Allen its Big Sur surroundings.
Ginsberg of the locale, on the central coast of California.

But that which makes the area so attractive—its
redwood forests, rock cliffs, and oceanfront access—also
makes it a challenge for construction, a fact to which
most homeowners remain oblivious in their happy haste

to create a place to watch the waves. “Most people in Big
Sur didn't grow up here. All they want to do is to look at
the ocean,” explains Mary Ann Schicketanz of Carmel
architecture firm Carver & Schicketanz, with more than
a hint of exasperation. “They're not familiar with the
problems you have with building directly on the ocean, »
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like glare and high winds. There are a lot of site con
straints we educate clients on.”
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Svelte Veldt

Given Langka's directive that
“the people who live around us
have to see our roof and | don't
want them to see anything but
grass,” Carver & Schicketanz
topped the house with a green
roof with the help of local hor-
ticulturalist Fred Ballerini. The
architects are well versed in the
benefits of green roofs; the first
house that Carver designed in
1978 had a sod roof. In the last
30 years, the hippie overtones
often associated with grass
have been replaced with yuppie
connotations. "There's way
mare receptivity to them now,”
says Schicketanz.

Gone are the days when you
had to mow your overhead lawn
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daily or climb up to pull weeds.,

Instead, advances in technal-
ogy have created an ease in
building with sod. Unlike older
models, which required 12 to
18 inches of soil and stronger
structural support, making the
endeavor less atfordable and
more unwieldy, the Treadwells
hawve a Hydrotech roofing
system, which uses only four
inches of soil and needs no
special buttressing. Native
grasses such as California oat
and red fescue were planted,
and the result is a roof that
needs only annual pruning
while providing insulation for
the home and an attractive
vista for the neighbors, —A.H.

Native grasses, large wood tim-
bers, and plentiful amounts of
stone help maintain the sense
of “living close to nature” that
the Treadwells desired.

before. “We always try to keep control of the landscap-
ing, and hope that our clients have enough appreciation
for it that they don't put up geranium pots around the
house,” Schicketanz explains. “Often the minute people
get here, they want to plant a mulberry bush or palm tree
instead of a redwood or oak, which actually grow here.
We kept the landscape around this house 100 percent
native and only added a planter with some citrus and
succulents—their flower pot, so to speak.”

Inside the 1,900-square-foot house, a wall of windows
opens the home to the ocean. Much of the design is
centered around keeping the family comfortable and the
house temperate. Solar gain through the glass keeps the
Treadwells warm, and additional heat gain is garnered
through limestone flooring. When the house becomes
stuffy, windows oriented to the east and west take advan
tage of the area’s strong winds and open to allow air to
circulate, Concrete countertops also maintain an even
temperature, and the reclaimed-wood fireplace provides
an additional source of heat.

Despite its location far from malls and movie theaters,
the area provides vast opportunities for ready entertain-
ment for the family’s four adopted children, who range
in age from nine months to six years old. “You can't get
bored here," Langka says. “The children love to swim
in the hot tub, we go to the beach and fill baggies with
shells and rocks, and the tide pools are spectacular”

She pauses, then thoughtfully concludes: *I've been
all around the world, and whenever | come back here,

I realize that the Pacific Ocean seen from those cliffs is
the most beautiful view on earth."m




