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INFINITE POSSIBILITIES

From open-uir archileclure Lo residences
that represent o new generation of
codprative design, these hotnes prove
that Califernla s still leading the way,

IT TAKES A VILLAGE

A custom, sudtainable home in Morin
epitomizes n burgeoning Bay Aren
design moverment. BY ERIN FEHER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY AATTHEW MILLMAN

TRAVELS ABROAD

Designer Molly Leutkemeyer's Laurel
Canyon home will take vou around the
watld in a day. BY MARY JO BOAWLING
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREYSTUCK

CAMP COUNCIL

Cass Colder Smith designed a rustic
cormpounid kn Aptos for o Son Francisco
coupla and their extended clan, BY SARAH
LYRCH PHOTOGERAPHY BY PAUL DYER

FORMAL INVITATION

A maadern garden by Andren Cochran
takes a teaditional Atherton regidence
hf sborm. BY MAIY JO BV LING
PFHOTOGRAMHY BY MARION BRENNER

LANIYVS EDGE

Big Suir 18 the dramatic setting for

o senside retrent designed by Mary
Apn Schicketanz BY LYDIA LEE
PHOTOGRAPHY BY CLAUTI0 SANTINI

ON THE COVER
Belatt g Bl ennn
phabagraphed thiz
crogiive tenen bohind
Ecoll and Teey L ]
Bl ¥allew homie [from
Belt to rights Mark
Togera, Cliris Fronch,
Erin Martin Seatl Lee,
Trucy Lew, Brian Kennody
and Michoel kMeDonsld.
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[asgiired by the r|||_'LI,'-
o Buemes i) linorwne designed
with a lwary ek hose, Fleating
sl il the :unmE_th‘.dllﬂl.'
is nn Bnmnge In Big Sur's mre
Califrmin vondors, whe pey o
uirnsinnal visit o 1he propey
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he pointer Francis McComus once wrole that Big

Burwas  the greabest mecting of land ond sen in the

warld.” The dromntic coastine, with ils towering
headlonds and wave-sculpbed rocks, mokes every
turn on Highway One vet another vista point.

And s, when asked by ber clients to dosign a
house bere, architect Mary Ann Schicketane wanted Lo give
them the best possible view ol thase celebrated Big Sur heod-
lands. She created along, narcow loakout point: The ength of
the howse is perpendicular to the coast, and at the very end, it
cantilevers over the edge of the cliff, Flonting on & stone ped-
estal, the glnss structure is the wrehiteel's defl manswver to
bring her clients a little closar to nature,

The couple who comimissioned the howse hail from Laguna
Bench. Aller visiting Big Sur for 18 years, thay decided to buy a
place where they could retire. They found ntenr-down heuseona
biluff with spectacular vicws, And it long afterwords, they were
abbe o find thedr perfect architect. “We had planned Lo interview
o mamber of ather architects, bul knew pretby qI.IJEH:.-' after we
erael hlary Avin that she wos it soys the wife "1 loved her arganic
approach wmd how all her work showed respect for its surroind-
ings, witieh was something that was important tous.”

Schicketnns, whase Hrm Carver + Schickelanz |5 based In
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Carmel, has designed numerous CLOCKWISE FROM TOR

fymes in the aren, She is used Lo
solving the puzzle that comes up
mpmin and agnin: How can you buaild
o & site 5o that the very thing thal
draw you 43 the piace—the superla-
tive, unspoiled const—is preserved?
“The parcel was on o ridge, and

the mpsl commoen approsch is to

LEFT: Tha: guist bathmom's
whow ks precisely Integrated
wiith thic enirear; thee master
Eiedronem’s wlvibe vwalls tnke
o the chisnging enbom of
tha bvillinnl sinsars; ai
arganicelly shoped tl: in the
mactor lnith i8 acnampaiand
hy an abmesp ek paining
by artlar Bend Db,

design the house parallel to the
coast so that the views are open to
the water,” says Schicketanz. "We did just the spposibe, 20 you
lnak nok d.irunt]:,n alb Bhe witer but down the ur.n.a:.':ing const-
line in bath directions, [Fyon put the house parallel, when you
drive up nll you see is kowse, So it was important in our design
to make sure that when you reach the properiy, vou get the
immediate sense that you are on the ocean.”

Alter making the key decisson to site the house against
a hillside to the merth, Schicketanz laid ot o thin structurs
whoae Aoorplan books lke a knife, The tip points towards the
aeean, where o small deck hovors aver the vertizinons biwff,
The curving Wade, a thirnd of which is cantilevered ofl the
slope, containg the main quartsrs. On the first floos, there s
an apen .IilH'I'I.H_-I'] ining-}_ildm:n area and an ofice SpREes mhove,
the second floor is oceupled by o large deck, o meditation
room and the mogter guits, The hendle of the knile contoins
the gorapge and gwest guarters. In a refecence bo the surround-
ing l:lrldm.'apr:, a Hi“:ll.iﬁl.‘al.‘l'. portion of the first level is clud in
rougli-hewn granite “The color of the ocean is very dominant,
5o we creabed o heavy base of rock that looks like it is coming
ok of the mountaln,” says Schicketans,

She corefully seripted the entry sequence so that there
wisitld be o dramatbe view gight Crom Use start. The approach b
Eloe leasz is throargh @ cutout in the granite wall, In the funnel-
like passageway, Use fronl door is bo the el upon entering, the
view s of the ocean. The main lving arva is open Lo the visto
with p{|=5: witllg, The decond level, with the master soite, is
alsoall glass, "They wonted o cozstal ome that conld stand up
ko Lhe forces of nature,” says Schicketans, " The glass structure
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that eantilevers over the edge  ARDYE: The rool decl which
creabes o nice cogbrast: The heavy hovers 0uge Eha ellfL has
elements feel very heavy, and the “‘fﬁ‘:‘:}f;ﬂf;::ﬁi;}'::::
Hight alamantyare raally hght. - incstalled with sedar panals,

J.JEEI_:I;IIEEI 5 aAm extension of RIGHT: At the Ll odpe,
the hillside, the speces feed alimost o ot tuls e nds tastahully
like covered rock ledges. Tarraces inlo the landscaping,
an Eut'll. flpors are tiked in the
same limestone lleors fewnd within On the second story, the
clients cam open the doors of their master bath Lo an indoos)’
autdoar shewer, and from there, they con walk right onta the
hill, On the other side of the master suite, o meditation room
feres the acewn. Sliding screens and o giant pocket door make
it el like » sheltered part of the wide termace, “You don't
know wlien voure inside or outside semetimes, (s such an
casy transition,” savs the wile.

Owerliead, the ool Rguratively takes fight sith a shape
inspired by the wingspan of the California condor, The clients
are patrons of the Ventann Wildlife Sockely, which has been
working to reintroduce the outive condors to this area, When
Sehicketans found mat about her cllents’ cauae, she came up
with a modificd versbon of a butterlly roof. One small section
al flnt roof is coverod with solar pomels, wiich supply readly all
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of the house's electricity needs, thanks to a deliberates focus on
miximizing passive haating, eooling and natural lighting,

& BEpATRLD r-xr:rr:i:-;u."},'nga studin has been terraced into the
hillside, and given o sod roof that has been dubbed the "lnfln:
ity Inwn,” beeause it abruptly drops off into the open ocean
beyond. Its bere, an the edge of the peopecty, where the cli-
ents find themsches spending ns much time as they da in the
mirin house, 112 gobe of my favorite places to hang out,” says
the wife. “It's subterroneen and very cozy. but there's glass
an bwo sides, &5 you overlook the coast and the ocean. It's an
incredible plece ol heaven,” 3
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