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Ocean Views

Carmel Home Maximizes Ocean Views

by Mary-Lowise eslan, A Hill Coumiroracatioes

inding a buildable lot in
desirable Carmel, Calif.,

not to mention one that

i :
hias poean views, can be as

difficult as winning the Califernia lottery.
Most of the property near the Big Sur coast
is already "built out,” and what available
land remains is ultra expensive. Even if a
suitable lot is found, the local permitting,
process is one of the most rigoross in the
country, making it hard to get approval for
anything new.

Mone of these obstacles ultimately
stopped Fort Worth invester Emmett Mur-
phy, who looked for months to find a sec-
and horme in Carmel before he decided to
build, “I didn’t like what | saw or 1 was out-
bid," said Murphy, “But the location and
the beauty of the place are just unparalleled.
It's close 1o San Francisco, which & a highly
5._1]'\-]1|5||_1_'.;1||;\;_| |_'i'|'_|.', and ft's eagy Lo get in and
out af the Monteney airpor, which gets you
o LAY and out. Sa it just had everything
that | was looking foe.”

(@)

After @ froitless round of
searching for just the right
house, Emmett found a small
lat with a dilzpidated little
bwo-bedroom burgalow just 2
block from the beach. A lower
of contemporary architecture,
Emmett decided to ear down
the outdated exdstng structure
and build something new.

The project was not without -
its challenges. Even though the ot oéfered
stunning views of the ocean, its small size
worried Murphy. Could he build a
enough hame to accommadate his four

large

|'_-'|ri;:|.'ci|'||_r| children on such Hmited Sfjuarg
footage? “1 he lot had a good view, but 1
wasn't sure when I bought it how it was
going to work out and how much square
footage | was going to be able to put on the
land,” said Murphy.

Enter Bob Carver and Mary Ana Schick-
Gehicketanz Architects,
Carmel, who created a stunning thruMl:-:r.}l

glanz of Carver 4

contemporary design that offered maximum
utilization of the site and took fall advan-

tage of the ocean views., At 3,168 square
feet, it has plenty of room for the Murphy
family 1o enjoy an active lifestyle.

To help make room on the lot, Carver +
Schicketanz excavated the site from proper-
by line bo property ling down o 3Y deep. By
digging inte the sloping corner lot they were
able to have a completely underground
garage. They shored the perimeter with
verfical steel 1-Beams and 4 x 12 timbers 1o
prevent the neighboring property from slid-
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ing into the enormaous hole. After the house
was built, the site was backfilled apgainst the
retaining walls of the howse and “ground
floar” access was provided ta each of the
three floors,

“Being able to go outside from almost
every room in the house makes for great
flew, a5 well as a sense of space that is much
larger than is contained within the house's
footprint,” said Carver. “The total space
allotted to hallways is probably leas than 5%
af the floor area; rooms fow into rooms and
hallways are actually rooms as well.” Three
outdoor living spaces cover some 720 addi-
tiznal square feet.

The three floors of e nesidenos ane sep-
arated into distinct areas. In addition to the
garage, the Jower level aontains the master
bedroom, which features a stone fireplace
and a master bath with a dramatic sky-lit
stone shower, The master suite leoks out
onlo & private garden patio with a hot tub.
Oy Bl sexcond Ao are b addibiomal bad-
rooms, a shared bath with a large stone
shower, and a family room with 2 custom

designed media chest that has a popasp TV,
The wscond Aoor acoesses the oubdears with
a slate deck.

The tap floor contains a kitdhen and an
L-shaped great room with a stone fireplace;
the kitchen i kscaled at the elbaosw af the L.
The living room and dining room apen onto
a glass block patio deck with ooean views.
An ultra-clear glass windscreen protects the
patio from the wind. From the kitchen win-
chivw, thi architerts preservicd and framed a
view of the dramatic sunrises that come up
over the hills at the mouth of Carmel Valley.
The kitchen features natural maple cabinels
and granite counbertops. Limestone and
eoncree counter tops add color and hester fo
the baths. The house is built of concrate and
plasler with copper ropfing. The ceilings are
bamboo and the slete foors carry radiane
heating throughaut the howse, Ultra clear
I'PG Starphire glass windows surround the
howse, maximizing the views.

"Mt night, 1 am wp on the third deck
looking at Carmel Bay, watching the sun go
down,” says Murphy. “Literally 150 vards

away | hawve the entrance Lo the beach o
walk to. You can hear the ocean and Hwe
waves break, and it doesn't et muach betber
than that.” “The way the housa was
designed, engineered, and built allows me
to have substantial living space in a relabive-
ly small Carmeld lat setting.” Murphy added
“It makes it separate enough so that 1 can
Tive well, even with a significant number of
]J-.urp]-u in the ouse a2 the same bHrme*

Cime of Murphy's other requirements was
io have advanced communication technolo-
gy throughout the house so that he could
stay in touch with the investrent markets.
Carver + Sehicketanz designed a tech infra-
structure that includes an ethernet nebwork
as well as provisions for Future rclmnnlnp,}'.
"Anyone can go inbe any of the rooms in the
howse with a PC and plug into the data port
im the wall and get out with a DSL line,”
zajd Carver.

For Murphy, this Carmel home has pro-
vided the ultimate in get-away living, and
has proven, ance again, that less can defi-

ritely be mre, Ay
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