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Frecipca Studin's remake of the Guvarnment in Toranta is 8 feast far
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Calfornia architects Carver + Schicketenz trensformed an old Sacramernila
car dealership into & cory epal aHice. By Tim MeKecugh
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Montreal archibect Fiarre Morency produces 8 prize-wirming prefabulaus
lakeside cottage reminiscent of the modearmist greals. By Dawd Theadomne
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Tha 11 grand prize winnars in Créativile Monkréal's annuzl competition
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Electranics and furniture for home entertanmeant conlinus lo provids
a tempting alternative to cinema-going. By Andrew Bribimaine
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I California architects Carver + Schicketanz
Sacramento | transformed an old car dealership into a
cozy legal office that's also the perfect venue
for entertaining influential policy makers

Tim McKeough
2.,1-:1-.:*! by Hobert Canfield Transforming the second Aoor of an old Cheveolet dealership
inter an otfice space is challengamg but doing o0 30 a builid-

ing designated as an hstorc landmack makes things more
diffieule. Add clhents who want their professaonal office to
double axa Spacs for |.':||.I:-|.'rt=i|:|i|1lq. and it IEIIE]LE ES 4| n¢'=r|:.
inpible, Bug that's just what the Sacramento Lw firm of
Diackstem & Ferbi asked Carver + Schicketanz Architects to
der, “We wanted our e to reflect the orginal architecture

as well as that we'ne an unconventomal finn," savs Howard
D5 kstein, noen g thar his office represents Mative Amwrican
tribes miad o |ur~51.' |:l..|.rt of the il:ﬂl unugr.nti..l.ti|1t: with |:u.||.i|:i|:J]
plavers. “If vou're confident, vou don't need an office that s
into any preconceived inuge of what it should ook like"
Beginning with a buildmg oniginally constrcted in the
1920, Carer « Schicketons st oue todieliver on dhe clienes?
S ' 4y wishes by combaning “a contemporary approach with warm,
; 1 ) Fri.-ul:qu.}' mnke d:le-:.“.u:.'.m architect Mary Ao Schickerane,

! J who has been uﬂrl::u:ly; with Rob Carver bor the pu:*.'t [Tk
decades (thedr corrent offee = hocabed n Cammel, Califonia),
; The four-storey building hod already been senpped oo
R - shell of row concrete and steel-framed windows by o devel-
oper. Both the clients and archivects wanted wo keep che

inddustrial |.-::r|:ll:, bt the aeolistics were an ssoe. “We had

Opposite .
a Lim Hick
[SIR[dSaRE{R]INLY !-H:IIJI1-:| |.Il."1:I|:I|.v|.'I Ik, .IH.'l.'J LS '.']“.' h-|:h.|n’.'\vl.' L 53 =I.I

hard surfaces” says Schicketanz, “You couldn's even make
a phone call.”
1 I'I I 1 — - - -

o [l alserrdy sound within the 365-sguane-metre space,

]I.ll.'u'n-'rl.' area rugs were laied over the concrere Aoors, and seat
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cushions were placed along the window ledges. Four legal
assistants work inan open space, with individual offices

Foor Dickstein and his partner, Jane Zeebd, kecated in adjoin-
ing resans, To addreess the nose isoe within the open
area, aluminom panelk stuffed with soundproofing matenal
were positioned near the welephones ae each workseation,
q.'l"ﬁ'.'-rl:i'n-\.'|:|' |||.||."|';|.'|.'i|1l_|.|: chatter while -:.'m:l:il:l__s.'_ visual !'H.'I.IHEJ.til:rtl.

Carver and Schicketanz had previously deagned three
restdences For Dickseein, so they knew their elients well,
whicls s refleceed m ehe cossom-hbaile Armture found in
their respective offices. Zerdn has back problems, so ber work-
space is designed to keep everything within easy reach,
ansl becanse she albernates betw |.'|.':||..14'.'tl.'.||:|5 amd .ﬂil!liiﬁll.[ wihle
working, ber desk is designed with an integrated lectern
that allows her o work comfortably on her feet. Meanwhile,
Diackssein’s rotating desk allows him to change it almost
insgantly from a workstation to a meeting table, and o custom
mietul shelf above his desk ades on a pulley system, provid-
ing quick acvess to books,

Flexible components don’t end in the offices. Since
Dickstein and Zeebi frequently entertain clients, o long
island rmade of wenge woosl in the apen area octs a5 an
oversized filing calsinet during busisess hours, and the con-
crete top doubles as o bar for after-work events. With
f.ﬂ:-l:LF::-rti:lg textiles and soft Funl.ir:|:|i.|:||[.|:.~r I:|1:ruuy:|1l:rl.|t, the
environment feels more Like o lofe apartment.

“We had o fundraiser with a couple hundred people here
forr Senator Barack Obama recently, and the space sworked
very well,™ savs Dhicksvem, “He started his remarks by sap-
ing, My saff i now asking me why we don’t have offices

likee the"" A&

Law firm. Sacramemto

If you're confident,
you don't need an
office that fits into a
preconceived image



